ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

Civil courts (page [19])

You can find out more about the civil courts generally (including tribunals) by visiting the courts service website:

http://www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk/
See also the Department of Constitutional Affairs website:

http://www.dca.gov.uk/courtfr.htm (DCA courts web pages)

http://www.dca.gov.uk/ (DCA home page)
Proposals for a single civil court (page [19])

At the time of writing, the government had signalled that its long-term aim is to merge the County Court,  the High Court and the Family Court (which deals with divorces, access to children etc) into a single civil court for England and Wales.  You can find out more about these proposals on the Department for Constitutional Affairs website:

http://www.dca.gov.uk/consult/civilcourt/civilcourt_cp0605.htm (DCA web pages on single civil court proposal)
http://www.dca.gov.uk/ (DCA home page)
The European Court of Human Rights (page [21])

You can find out more about the European Court of Human Rights by visiting its website at:

http://www.echr.coe.int/
The European Court of Justice (page [21])

You can find out more about the European Court of Justice by visiting its website at:

http://curia.eu.int/en/index.htm
Arsenal v Reed (2002) (page [22])

The ECJ judgment in this case can be accessed here:

http://curia.eu.int/jurisp/cgi-bin/form.pl?lang=en&Submit=Submit&docj=docj&numaff=&datefs=&datefe=&nomusuel=Arsenal&domaine=&mots=&resmax=100
The Court of Appeal judgment in this case can be accessed here:

http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/markup.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2003/696.html
The criminal court system (page [20])

As explained in the textbook (see Chapter 2, page [20]), the system for dealing with criminal cases is different from the system for civil cases.  Criminal cases normally start in either the Magistrates Court or the Crown Court, not the County Court or the High Court.  

The choice of court normally depends on the nature of the offence:

· Less serious criminal offences, known as summary offences, can only be tried in the Magistrates Court. 

· Either way  offences can be tried in either court.  Which court is chosen normally depends on whether the defendant wants a trial by jury.  

· Indictable offences can only be tried in the Crown Court;  these are usually more serious offences such as grievous bodily harm. 

In some cases, having found the defendant guilty, the Magistrates Court may refer a case to the Crown Court for sentencing.  This is because Magistrates have limited sentencing powers (prison sentences of 6 months and fines of up to £5000);  where they are trying an either way offence, they may decide that a more serious penalty may be appropriate, which can only be imposed by the Crown Court.

Appeals in criminal law cases

The second major difference between the civil and criminal court structures relates to appeals.    In the civil court system, appeals are normally made from the High Court or the County Court to the Court of Appeal.  In the criminal court system, the route taken by an appeal depends on the nature of the appeal.  

Cases starting in the Magistrates Court can be appealed to the Crown Court.  There is a further right of appeal from the Crown Court, which results in the case being considered by either the Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) or the Divisional Court.  

Appeals are only sent to the Divisional Court if they are confined to a point of law (rather than the application of the law to the facts of the case).  This is known as an appeal by way of case stated.  Decisions of the Divisional Court may be appealed direct to the House of Lords (the Court of Appeal does not become involved).  All other appeals from the Crown Court go to the Court of Appeal (and may then be appealed to the House of Lords) in the same way as in the civil court system.

Alternative dispute resolution (page [28])

You can find out more about ADR by visiting the Centre for Dispute Resolution (CEDR) website:

http://www.cedr.co.uk/
Regulators (page [28])

You can find out more about the Office of Fair Trading, the Financial Services Authority and OFCOM by visiting their websites:

http://www.oft.gov.uk
http://www.fsa.gov.uk
http://www.ofcom.org.uk
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